
  
 

 

 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
 

A new society for cardiothoracic surgeons in Africa and in diaspora 
 
 

Background 

 

Pan-African Society for Cardiothoracic Surgery (PASCATS) will be formally constituted from 
the African Heart Seminar (AHS), becoming the organization representing the professional 
interests of all cardiothoracic surgeons on the continent and in the diaspora. The predecessor 
organization, the AHS was  started in 2004 as an initiative from Professor Charles Yankah, 
Berlin and Dr Willie Koen, Cape Town, following the successful start up of an artificial heart 
program for bridge to heart transplantation during 2000 and 2001 at the Christiaan Barnard 
Memorial Hospital, Cape Town.  
The mission and aim was to create more awareness of emerging cardiovascular disease in the 
regions in Africa where cardiovascular health care was underdeveloped. It was also aimed at 
sharing information about the latest developments and advances in the field of cardiovascular 
medicine, echocardiographic imaging and diagnostics of cardiovascular diseases and surgery 
to doctors in all parts of Africa.  
This initiative has really grown as a pure outreach project in Africa and has become a Pan-
African cardiovascular health care project which has given birth to Afroecho 2011 .  
A further key aim is to initiate networking amongst doctors in Africa, African doctors in 
diaspora and non-African doctors interested in cardiothoracic and vascular health care in 
Africa and thereby share a wealth of medical experience which has never been utilised to its 
potential.  
Pan-African Society for Cardiothoracic Surgery should bring together active individual 
cardiothoracic surgeons in Africa and in diaspora who contribute to cardiothoracic surgical 
practice and science to establish the nucleus of a professional body for Africa. 
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Objectives 

 



Aims and Objectives:  

 Promote contemporary surgical procedures relating to the treatment of 
cardiothoracic and vascular disease and data collection to establish a 
data base.  

 Promote education, know-how transfer and training of personnel in 
cardiothoracic and vascular surgery to develop colleagues’ own 
expertise to establish and maintain standards for cardiothoracic and 
vascular surgery. 

 Pursue continuing health education programmes, provide a network of 
knowledge relevant to the field of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery 
to develop   expertise and to share experience with fellow 
professionals. 

 Promote a network of members in diaspora and from the international 
surgical community for knowledge and know-how transfer in the field 
of cardiothoracic surgery and science. This includes a task force of 
surgical missions to support self-help projects to reactivate existing 
cardiovascular programmes. PASCATS will not be responsible for 
funding missions but would facilitate sponsored manpower for self-
help cardiovascular programmes.   

 Provide the opportunity to develop leadership in the field of 
cardiothoracic and vascular surgery. 

 Encourage cardiovascular research.  

 Promote, represent and protect the professional interests of 
cardiothoracic surgeons.  

 Establish a Research Foundation, which will promote cardiovascular 
research and education on the continent. 

 

 

BECOME A MEMBER OF THE PAN-AFRICAN SOCIETY FOR CARDIO-THORACIC 

SURGERY (PASCATS)   

 
Who? Cardiothoracic surgeons practicing in Africa and in diaspora. 
Cardiothoracic surgeons, cardiologists and other medical and para-medical 
professionals involved directly or indirectly in the development of cardiothoracic 
and vascular surgery in Africa. 

 
Ambitious colleagues are most welcome to join PASCATS to enrich their 
knowledge of solving cardiothoracic health care problems in Africa. Your 

membership to PASCATS offers you a win-to-win agreement which will help 



you to cultivate the objectives of PASCATS and motivate you to develope a 

team spirit for collaboration with medical and para-medical personnel in the 
field of cardiothoracic and vascular surgery.  

 
Consequently, PASCATS looks for members who are leaders and active in their 

profession and inspires members to become leaders in their fields through 
professional networking opportunities and co-operation. Membership provides 

access to a network of knowledge and know-how transfer and the opportunity 
to develop your own expertise and share these values with fellow 

professionals. 
 

Membership shall be accorded to all medical and para-medical professionals 
involved directly or indirectly in cardiac, thoracic or vascular interventions and 

research and device technology who have fulfilled the membership 
requirements. All members shall have voting rights. 

 

MEMBERSHIP PROCESS 
Online application is convenient and quick and will provide you with immediate 

access to information sources, support, advice and guidance. 

 

PASCATS MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
Membership Certificate 

Discounted registration fees for the Annual Meeting 
Reduced rates to PASCATS meetings  

Society Journal (yet to be launched) 
Opportunity to participate in the work of PASCATS in committees  

  

MEMBERSIP FEES 

The annual subscription will be determined, for each category of membership, 
by voting members of the society at a General Meeting, upon the 

recommendation of the executive committee. 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Berlin, Germany and Bloemfontein, South Africa  
Home page: www.pascats.com  
E-mail: cyankah@web.de 
 

Contacts 

 

Europe 

 

Prof. Charles Yankah     Prof. Carlos Mestres, MD, PhD, FETCS 

German Heart Institute Berlin     Hospital Clinico University of Barcelona  

Augustenburger Platz 1      Villarroel 170 

D-13353 Berlin      08036 BARCELONA 

Germany      Spain 

E-mail: yankah@dhzb.de     E-mail: CMESTRES@clinic.ub.es 

             cyankah@web.de      Cellphone: 0034-639-651818 

http://www.pascats.com/
mailto:yankah@dhzb.de
mailto:cyankah@web.de


Tel.:+49-30-4593 2049 

Fax:+49-30-4593 2021      Fax +34 93 2275749 

Secretary: Inka Telschow 

E-mail:inka.telschow@arcor.de 

 

Africa 

 
Prof Francis E Smit      Dr. Willie Koen 
Head, Dept. of CardiothoracicSurgery   Christiaan Barnard Memorial hospital 
Facultyof Health Sciences,  
University of the Free State     Cape Town 
PO Box 339,(Int Box G32),     South Africa 
Bloemfontein 9300  
South Africa 
E-mail: SmitFE@ufs.ac.za                    E-mail:wkoen@iafrica.com 
Secr: Tina Erasmus: ErasmusJ@ufs.ac.za              cardiac@mweb.co.za 
Tel:  +27 51 405-3861       Tel.: 0027-21-4220277 (Office) 
        Cell: 0027-82-9255922  
Fax:  +27 51 444-3440      Fax:0027-21-5311207 

 

USA 

  

Francis Fynn-Thompson, MD 
Department of Cardiac Surgery 
Children's Hospital Boston 
300 Longwood Avenue, Bader 273 
Boston, MA 02115, USA 

E-mail: francis.fynn-thompson@cardio.chboston.org 

FFYNNTHOMPSON@GMAIL.COM 

Cellphone: 001- 857 891 7648 

Phone: 001-617 355-6712 
Fax: 617 730-0214 
Assistant: Sylvia Noel-Fagan: SYLVIA.NOELFAGAN@CARDIO.CHBOSTON.ORG 
Email: Francis.Fynn-Thompson@cardio.chboston.org 
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